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Designs by Coralie Palmer, Elise Hagan & Sarah Gray on behalf of INPS 
Prepared by Coralie Palmer, President, Indiana Native Plant Society 

 

Restoration of Holcomb 
Gardens: The Mall Plantings  

Design Notes & Drafts, March 2024

Links to project resources 

All of the documents relating to the project can be found in a google 
folder here.  Documents include: 
  
• Project Outline and Proposal Details 
• History of Holcomb Gardens 
• Clute Report 1929 
• Fairview Park History 
• Early Garden Chart Plan 
• Woody Perennials List 1935 
• Redesign of Holcomb Gardens circa 1948 
• 1948 Plant List & Characteristics  
• Site photos February 2024 
• Site photos September 2023

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10HLee4bDmOG9ONwu4jlYcrS_JxAXmS8l
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Rud4o-JCU3MqqVZ5eSjM6GfE5wQv2Ja/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1fodouwo2Ca7u2PrXMSspFm5J7CqTY0xq/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KUcJUOEEZklUQvFk9aJW0h8H_fAhU8oI/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Xp6sneS2_QGsKJV31PNxMHMPRItNEMha/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1czlBT4IeO1HaXFy0FVdSjwFL3sRegq_K/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sAk_4j6ZqeFJ3jvFZwOPbxLpBWtMpcpP/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ME-1WwbEq4373K_D2Jm2up4YRbt4RF5o/view?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1VB2qq3uA2wLVioUIkcWm1JoNuq41Ks_I/edit?usp=docslist_api&filetype=msexcel
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10fCXKWacitX6I_nMPZqxoWfU8N2JL-3q
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-xEgyeDMigdJShAO34bObXoIePiAoisY
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Site Overview
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Site Details

“The Mall is in the northern half of the Gardens and likely traces its origins back to the original design of the botanical garden 
that sat in this location prior to the Holcomb Gardens’ dedication. Based on original plans, the botanical garden took the shape 
of a cross with a long axis, which is presumably the basis of the current Mall, as Holcomb and Lindberg never sought to destroy 
the existing gardens, but to reimagine, reorganize, and rearrange them. The Mall is a rectangular grass area with the reflecting 
pool and statue of Persephone on the northern end, and a stone bench and sign at its southern end, reading “James Irving 
Holcomb Botanical Gardens 1950.” Lining the interior of the grass area are broad-leafed evergreen hedges and Taxus cuspidate 
set in three sections on each side. On the outside of the Mall was a series of flower beds, with six on each side of the Mall. 
Between the evergreen hedges and the flower beds, trees were planted in even intervals with nine trees planted on each side of 
the Mall” 
[From:Gaines, D., Robideau, E. & Zahniser, K. DRAFT, A History of Holcomb Gardens, Historical Research Associates Inc, 2022]. 

• The initial restoration phase consists of 
12 beds, 10’ x 40’ each, six on either 
side of the yew row on either side of 
‘The Mall’, walking down to the 
beautiful statue of Persephone.  Two 
additional curved beds (13 and 14) are 
to have size confirmed and are 
envisioned as being added in a 
second phase.  This replicates the 
1948 core design layout for this 
section of the gardens, while reducing 
the size of the planted areas (where 
the 12 beds were 10 ’x 50’ each).  

• Due to a loss of Grounds staff, plant theft, and destruction 
during COVID-19, the Holcomb Gardens flower beds fell into 
disrepair, were covered, and now need to be replanted.
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• Placement of the 10’ x 40’ beds is shown below.  Placement is very similar to the original design, though spacing is 
altered slightly to take into consideration the reduced bed size and the now mature size of Taxus hedges and Malus 
trees.  

• The stone benches and the circular monument on the northwest side of the mall are also taken into consideration for 
placement.  

• Inside edges of the beds are 80’ from the central line up the Mall, approximately 160’ from each other, and each bed is 
10’ wide.  

• Each bed is 40’ long, with 30’ gap to the next bed. Two beds run alongside each section of the long Taxus hedges.  To 
ensure lengthwise spacing is correct at the ends, lengthwise placement can be marked using the stone benches as a 
guide - a line drawn through the center of the benches should intersect the 30’ distance between beds 2 & 3, 4 & 5, 8 & 
9, and 10 & 11, and should measure 15’.   

Spacing and Placement
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• To ensure a cohesive formal structure that takes into consideration the geometry of the site, the various viewpoints as visitors enjoy 
the gardens and the differing conditions with changing aspect, shade and moisture levels, the following overall design layout it 
proposed. 

• Three key designs will be in beds A, B and C.  The ABCCBA layout illustrated below gives longitudinal symmetry, while A, B and C 
beds on the east and west will mirror each other to provide transverse symmetry.  

• Both beds A and B have sun versions and shade versions, as beds 7 & 8 are in quite deep shade and will require different species 
to thrive.  The design structure will be the same in the sun and shade versions, with different species taking on the functional 
design roles.  Looking from the fountain down the Mall with the clearest vista of the site, the mirrored A sun beds (6 & 12) will 
hopefully give a strong impact and an intentional, formal look to the gardens.  Viewed from the south looking towards the 
fountain, the overall structure will be mirrored, but the large curved Taxus  hedges at the southern end block a clear view, and so 
having A sun and A shade with different species should not reduce the formal look of the plantings. 

• C beds could either be: (1) All 4 C beds 
(3,4,9 & 10) are the same, all with species 
that will take sun and part shade, or (2) C 
beds on the west side (3 & 4) can be a C sun 
version and the two C beds on the east side 
(9 & 10) can be predominantly species that 
will thrive in part shade. 

Design Layout
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Soil Conditions 

• A report from the NRCS for this location gives the following data (with a full report here)  

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/WssProduct/qiwygdud5oxiy453oelp5wac/GN_00001/20240221_13131901723_86_Soil_Report.pdf
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Bed Design and Species Selection

• I have started an initial plant list here - Sarah, Mary and Elise please do go in and edit!  

• A Morpholio Trace project file with the outline of the beds, to scale and on the site map with surrounding 
trees is available here .  

• A Morpholio Trace file with the 1940s plans and bed designs laid in position and to scale on the site map is 
available here. 

• The project with the 1955 additions to the plantings, again laid in position and to scale on the site map, is 
available here 

• Close ups of the 1948 and 1955 designs are here. 
• A description from the 1920s is here 
• A woody perennials list from 1935 is here 
• Plant lists and characteristics from the 1948 plantings are here  
• Site photos February 2024 
• Site photos September 2023

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Cx6M8gH7MzE2z_7vMF_pswHsQw4egRvbxVcj-2zsGbs/edit
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hnMVqLUPpWp_IDijgi5QXeg-kL4fL_iN/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1cziU7PcoWm-E7qf4Ytq8xrrHMN_gm9jr/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/16TZVIKWoeb6XST8M2_tjxWSUdfd8kPXZ/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ME-1WwbEq4373K_D2Jm2up4YRbt4RF5o/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KUcJUOEEZklUQvFk9aJW0h8H_fAhU8oI/view?usp=drivesdk
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sAk_4j6ZqeFJ3jvFZwOPbxLpBWtMpcpP/view?usp=drivesdk
https://docs.google.com/file/d/1VB2qq3uA2wLVioUIkcWm1JoNuq41Ks_I/edit?usp=docslist_api&filetype=msexcel
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10fCXKWacitX6I_nMPZqxoWfU8N2JL-3q
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-xEgyeDMigdJShAO34bObXoIePiAoisY
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“Different flower varieties were planted in each flower bed, including 148 varieties of Paeonia officinalis, 108 
types of Syringa spp., and over 12,000 Tulipa gesneriana”  
[From:Gaines, D., Robideau, E. & Zahniser, K. DRAFT, A History of Holcomb Gardens, Historical Research 
Associates Inc, 2022].

• The design brief is to incorporate and honor the earlier iterations and history of the garden, while using only 
species that are native to Indiana (and all straight species).  

• Looking at the historical plant lists there are actually a significant number of native plants in there which will be a 
wonderful foundation and allow us to replicate some areas of the design as faithfully as possible.  We will carefully 
review the history, pictures and original plans to incorporate as much of the concept and aesthetic of the Holcomb 
& Lindberg-designed 1948 gardens as possible into the design.  We will look to translate and adapt the original 
concept, incorporating design, ecological and practical maintenance considerations, and taking into account the 
slightly different scale of new planting beds and the increased maturity of the surrounding trees.   

• We will try and also incorporate details where possible from the earlier iterations of the park, including where 
possible the ideas and visions from the earlier landscape architects (such as Sheridan) and plants from Dr Willard 
Clute’s botanical gardens.  Mike Homoya kindly noted that he has encountered many specimens in the Friesner 
Herbarium that were collected from campus, many (most?) collected by Friesner himself, and that some of the 
specimen labels say “Butler University Botanical Garden”. It would be wonderful to try and include native species 
that were present in the Botanical Garden, and highlight this, and the link to Friesner, in signage and / or 
accompanying educational materials.  Also the link to Charles Deam mentioned in the excerpt above is wonderful!   
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•An initial plan is to keep a similar overall structure to the earlier designs 
for the beds, with all bed designs having a structural ‘spine’ of larger 
perennials or shrubs and the same ‘waves’ line that they had, with ‘peony 
replacements’ on one side, and the iris / other perennial replacements 
along the other.  People will be viewing the beds from all four sides, so it is 
envisioned that the central long ‘spine’ is of taller plants, coming down to 
shorter plants at all four edges of the rectangular beds.  Having large 
impactful drifts / swathes, and repeating at the corners will help with the 
desired formal look, while having some diagonal swathes may also help to 
connect the long plantings.  
•We have created 6 designs (A sun, A shade, B sun, B shade, C sun, C part 
shade) .  
•Having year-round interest and floral resources (especially in early spring 
and late autumn), keystone plants and as much diversity at the family and 
genus taxonomic levels as possible would be wonderful for increasing the 
ecological value of the plantings 
•Considering seasonality: Spring - Amsonia, Baptisia and golden 
Alexanders as foundational; Autumn - asters and goldenrod as 
foundational.  In Spring and Autumn, there is some consistency 
throughout the gardens for a cohesive, formal feel.  In  Summer, with the 
wonderful diversity of blooms, we play around with the color a bit more, 

increasing both the interest for human visitors and the floral resources and host plants for wildlife.  A beds - cool colors, 
B’s medium and C’s warm / hot colors.   

• Having some species that are consistent throughout all the beds will help to keep the whole garden cohesive - Baptisia 
australis, Amsonia tabernaemontana and Scutellaria incana / ovata should be happy in all the conditions and be able to 
provide some of the key structure.  Batista and Amsonia, paired with Zizia aurea would be a lovely anchor for all of the 
beds.   

• Dense planting, and underplanting will help to create a tapestry of plants, reducing weeding and maintenance needs.  
Plant combinations have been carefully chosen to account for phenology, competition and functionality both above and 
below the soil line.  

Next steps - The Design! 

First Draft - Design ‘Bones’ for all beds
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Design A Sun - Beds 1, 6 & 12 
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Design A Shade - Bed 7



12

Design B Sun - Beds 2, 5 & 11 
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Design B Part Shade - Bed 8
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Design C Sun - Beds 3 & 4 
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Design C Part Shade - Beds 9 & 10




